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amount is less than what was originally re-
quested by the President for section 8 renew-
als, I am confident that HUD can meet the
challenge of using this money in a cost-effec-
tive and sensitive manner.

The other good news concerns service co-
ordinators. These staff persons work in section
8 projects to assess the daily living activities
of residents and tailor a package of services
that gives residents access to community
services. Every day service coordinators help
to save the lives of elderly and disabled per-
sons who need help. When I learned that the
money for this program had expired, and that
service coordinators at the Westerly Apart-
ments in Cleveland and other locations would
soon be dismissed, I wrote to members of the
Appropriations Committee asking that money
be made available to keep this important pro-
gram operating. I was very pleased to see that
this appropriations bill states that ‘‘at least
$7,000,000 shall be used for grants for service
coordinator and congregate services for the el-
derly and disabled.’’ This money will allow
HUD to renew all of the service coordinator
grants that are expiring in the near future. The
bill states that it is the intention of the U.S.
Congress that the service coordinator program
extend into the future. I commend the House
and Senate conference committee for their
willingness to maintain this vital assistance to
elderly and disabled citizens.

During an era in which all government agen-
cies are called upon to make hard decisions
about how our tax dollars are used, this ap-
propriations bill makes a number of wise
choices. I therefore urge my colleagues to
support this measure.
f
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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to announce that Gail A. Hoffman, a
resident of Georgia’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict, once again has been recognized for her
work to improve communities in Atlanta. The
National Crime Prevention Council and
Ameritech have selected Ms. Hoffman to re-
ceive the Ameritech Award of Excellence in
Crime Prevention. Ms. Hoffman’s efforts to
work with troubled communities and to bring
individuals from all walks of life together
makes her worthy of this acknowledgment.

Ms. Hoffman is the president and executive
director of the Bridging the Gaps project. BTG
is a nonprofit organization with a mission to
empower ethnically diverse communities, pub-
lic and private organizations, and law enforce-
ment with the ability to improve the quality of
life for Georgia’s refugee and immigrant com-
munities.

BTG was created in 1987, after Ms. Hoff-
man and then Detective M.C. Cox began con-
vening meetings with the Multicultural Crime
Task Force to help confront increasing gang
activity in the Asian community. Through these
meetings, Ms. Hoffman recognized that, be-
cause of cultural differences and communica-
tion barriers, non-English speaking people
feared the police and felt unsafe because they

believe that they are not protected from crime.
As a result, Ms. Hoffman developed BTG and
several related projects.

To help bridge the cultural divide, BTG cre-
ated a computerized language bank that con-
tains the names of bilingual officers and civil-
ians interested in translating for public safety
officers and the courts. Law enforcement train-
ing courses, including language specific class-
es and community education programs, have
helped eliminate communication barriers and
cultural stereotypes among non-English
speaking people and public safety officers.
BTG has published a ‘‘Personal and Home
Safety Orientation Manual for Refugees and
Immigrants’’ manual in 11 different languages.

BTG also has convened approximately 120
meetings between public safety officials and
ethnic communities. The project provides
homework assistance, peer counseling, and
English as a second language assistance to
Southeast Asian youth who are vulnerable to
gang recruitment activities. BTG provides
youth support groups in five counties to assist
over 150 refugees make positive life choices.

States throughout the country are interested
in creating similar programs like BTG. Thanks
to Ms. Hoffman’s problem solving and leader-
ship, better communication and understanding
exist among Atlanta’s diverse ethnic groups.

I thank Ms. Hoffman for the hard work and
dedication that allowed her to earn the
Ameritech Awards of Excellence in Crime Pre-
vention. I applaud the National Crime Preven-
tion Council’s dedication to helping individuals
fight crime and build community. I appreciate
Ameritech’s commitment to supporting crime
prevention initiatives. I ask my Colleagues to
join me in congratulating Gail Hoffman and
other hard-working individuals who make a dif-
ference in their communities.
f
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Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, in just over 2
years, the United States will transfer control of
the Panama Canal and our adjacent bases to
Panama under the terms of the 1977 Panama
Canal Treaties. Already, preparations for this
transition are underway. At this moment, U.S.
military forces are scheduled to be drawn
down in the region from the 5,600 that remain,
out of the traditional 10,500 U.S. troops sta-
tioned there, to 4,400. The significance of this
process, its imminent completion, and the im-
pact it could have on the U.S. economy and
the security of the region cannot be under-
stated. For this reason, I am reintroducing a
resolution today calling for the negotiation of a
base rights, canal operation and security
agreement with Panama that provides for a
continued U.S. military presence in the region
after December 31, 1999.

More than 80 years ago, the United States
completed construction of the 51-mile-long
interoceanic ship canal across the Isthmus of
Panama, one of the great engineering marvels
of its or any age. Since then, this man-made
waterway has served the maritime nations of
the world almost without interruption, enabling
ships to travel from the Atlantic to the Pacific

and vice versa much faster and cheaper than
would have been otherwise possible. For more
than 80 years, the U.S. military has stood
watch over the canal from a series of bases
located in a 10-mile-wide strip of territory adja-
cent to the canal. From that position, the Unit-
ed States has been prepared to respond ef-
fectively not only to immediate threats to the
canal itself, but also to other problems that
could have eroded hemispheric peace and se-
curity. By December 31, 1999, however, the
United States forces on these bases must be
withdrawn and control over them and the
canal will be transferred to Panama. In prepa-
ration for this date, the U.S. Southern Com-
mand recently moved to its new headquarters
just west of Miami.

The great importance of the Panama Canal
to our country cannot be overlooked when you
consider that 15 percent of U.S. seaborne
trade, and 5 percent of the world’s, passes
through its locks. These figures become even
more significant when you take into account
that trade comprises nearly 30 percent of our
gross domestic product [GDP], and that rough-
ly 25 percent of U.S. economic growth in the
last 4 years has come from increased exports.
As a mature economy, it is clear that the Unit-
ed States must seek to open new markets to
our products for our economy to continue to
grow and create high paying jobs. For this
reason, as chairman of the Ways and Means
Trade Subcommittee, I have supported Chile’s
accession to the North American Free Trade
Agreement [NAFTA], as well as the trade lib-
eralization underway through the Summit of
the Americas and the Asian-Pacific Economic
Cooperation [APEC] forum, and the initiation
of a trade policy toward sub-Saharan Africa.
However, it only takes one look at a globe to
recognize the critical importance of the Pan-
ama Canal to getting U.S. exports to their des-
tinations overseas. Absent the canal, U.S.
products would have to be transported via
more expensive routes, adding to their overall
cost and decreasing their competitiveness in
foreign markets. On this basis, it is clear that
continued growth in U.S. exports and job cre-
ation is, at least in part, dependent on the reg-
ular operation of the Panama Canal well into
the 21st century.

For all of these reasons, the United States
national interest compels us to seek the nego-
tiation of an agreement with Panama that will:
First, allow the United States to leave military
bases in Panama past the turn of the century;
second, permit U.S. military forces to operate
out of those bases; and third, enable the Unit-
ed States to guarantee the regular operation
of the canal. At present, the administration is
conducting negotiations with the Panamanians
to provide for a continued United States pres-
ence in Panama. However, I believe that a
continued U.S. presence is meaningless with-
out also having the ability to intervene to guar-
antee the canal’s security and insure its regu-
lar operation.

It is clear that the conclusion of such an ar-
rangement would also benefit Panama, as
6,000 Panamanian citizens are currently em-
ployed on U.S. bases, and $200 to $600 mil-
lion in additional income for Panama is tied di-
rectly to the United States military presence in
the region. Moreover, a poll of Panamanians
published in March found that 72 percent of
those surveyed would like the United States
bases to remain open after their scheduled
closure date. Similar polls have shown that
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Americans support a continued U.S. presence
in the region as well.

Unfortunately, time is growing very short
and urgent action is needed to negotiate an
agreement with Panama before the United
States withdrawal is complete. I ask my col-
leagues to join me as cosponsors of the criti-
cal resolution that I am introducing today and
to support swift action on this issue.
f
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Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Republic of China on Taiwan
on the 86th anniversary of the founding of
their nation. Congratulations are in order for
President Lee Teng-hui and Vice President
Lien Chan, who have strived diligently to
maintain strong economic growth and advance
democracy for their country. Aided by the tire-
less efforts of people like Dr. Jason Hu, they
have also expanded Taiwan’s official and un-
official ties abroad. As Taiwan’s representative
to the United States, Dr. Hu has been in our
Nation’s Capital since June 1996. But a fare-
well and congratulations is in order as he is
leaving our country soon to become Taiwan’s
foreign minister, a post for which he has prov-
en to be well-suited.

During his tenure in our country, Dr. Hu has
helped us to understand the complex issues
affecting our two nations. His knowledge and
tact have served his country well. His hard
work and positive attitude have helped to
bridge the gaps between our two peoples,
helping us avoid the pitfalls that misunder-
standings can bring.

As a dedicated and intelligent diplomat, Dr.
Hu promises to be an excellent foreign min-
ister. I wish him luck in his new position.
f
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Ms. FURSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend Mary L. Tobias, of Washington
County, OR, who has contributed immensely
to the democratic process and, through her
leadership of the Tualatin Valley Economic
Development Corp., epitomizes the spirit of
public-private partnership.

Under Mary’s leadership, TVEDC has devel-
oped into a model private nonprofit business
organization serving to connect businesses
and government, introducing an articulate, col-
lective insight to the public policy discussion.
Today, TVEDC’s opinions and recommenda-
tions in land use and transportation, environ-
mental regulations, education funding, and
sensible growth management are valued by
representatives at all levels of government.

As a mother, grandmother, successful small
business owner, and former mayor, Mary has

given back to her community through count-
less personal commitments and honorable
deeds. Her records of selfless service is truly
remarkable.

Embarking on a new path, I wish Mary the
best, congratulate her on all that she has ac-
complished, and thank her for her making my
community a better place to live.
f
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Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, Since the
spring of 1989, when the regime of Slobodan
Milosevic brutally occupied Kosova, the Ser-
bian authorities have violated the human rights
of the Albanian population. I would point out
that ethnic Albanians comprise more than 92
percent of the total population of Kosova.
Shortly after the Serbian occupation, all Alba-
nian-language educational institutions were
closed, and Albanian students were forced to
attend makeshift classrooms in private homes
throughout the province.

Thirteen months ago, an agreement was
signed by President Ibrahim Rugova of
Kosova and Serbian President Milosevic to
enable Albanian students and teachers to re-
turn to their schools and to reopen the Alba-
nian-language University of Prishtina. The
international community hailed this agreement
as the first step towards the settlement of the
crisis in Kosova. However, no progress has
been made towards implementing the agree-
ment because of the Serbian regime’s intran-
sigence. Last week, the lack of Serbian will-
ingness to comply with the agreement prompt-
ed students in Kosova to peacefully protest to
bring world attention to their plight.

More than 50,000 students gathered in
Velanija on October 1, the beginning of the
new academic year in Kosova, to begin their
protest. There they were met by Serbian po-
lice, who informed them that their protest was
illegal because it had not been cleared by the
occupation authorities. When the students re-
fused to disband, the police encircled the
crowd and brutally attacked the nonviolent
protesters with truncheons and tear gas.

Throughout Kosova, Serbian police have at-
tacked students and teachers, barricaded Al-
banian primary and secondary school build-
ings, and sealed off entire towns and cities.
Yet the Albanian people of Kosova refuse to
abandon their struggle for self-determination.
The Albanian-American community has called
on the international community to take meas-
ures to prevent the conflict from escalating fur-
ther. Inaction and silence by the world will only
encourage the Serbian occupiers of Kosova to
pursue a more aggressive and repressive pol-
icy, as they did in Bosnia. Such a result could
happen without timely action and a firm re-
solve on the part of the United States and the
world’s democracies.

The gross violation of the human rights of
Albanian students, teachers, and defenseless
citizens of Kosova must be stopped. The daily
reality of Albanians in Kosova was illustrated
for me today when a member of the Albanian
American Civic League called me in despera-
tion over the plight of his brother Hazyr

Dervishi. Mr. Dervishi, who suffers from a
heart problem, was brutally beaten by the Ser-
bian police for teaching Albanian students the
Albanian language out of his home in
Gjakova, Kosova. He was then taken by force
to the Albanian border, and warned not to re-
turn to his home and family. Under the Ser-
bian police system, Hazyr Dervishi is a
marked man in Kosova. Yet, he plans to risk
his life in order to rejoin his family.

On behalf of Hazyr Dervishi and so many
other innocent Albanian victims, the United
States State Department must make a public
and unambiguous statement condemning the
ongoing human rights violations in Kosova.
Our Government should make it clear to the
Serbian Government that we will not tolerate
the continued abuse of ethnic Albanians in
Kosova and the denial of their basic human
and civil rights.

When will we learn how to deal with the bar-
baric Communist regime of Slobodan
Milosevic, who rose to power on the dead
bodies of so many innocent Albanian citizens
of Kosova? When will we learn that only timely
action and resolve will have an impact on dic-
tators like Milosevic? I implore you, Mr.
Speaker, and I implore our Government, not to
let Kosova, which many have described as the
modern-day equivalent of the Warsaw Ghetto
under the Nazis, become the next Bosnia. We
need to change a failed foreign policy that has
allowed the victimization of Albanians in
Kosova and Macedonia to continue unabated.
Our policy must change now before it is too
late.

f
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
honor to commend the Circle of Serbian Sis-
ters of Northwest Indiana. This distinguished
organization is holding its fifth annual benefit
at St. Elijah’s Serbian Orthodox Church Hall in
Merrillville, IN, this Sunday, October 12, 1997.

The Circle of Serbian Sisters of Northwest
Indiana is the combined effort to four Circle of
Serbian Sisters organizations, each of which
has about 200 members. The presidents of
the Circle of Serbian Sisters organizations are:
Ms. Helen Tezich, from St. George Serbian
Orthodox Church in East Chicago; Ms. Natalie
Tica, from St. George Serbian Orthodox
Church in Schererville; Ms. Ann Rudman, from
St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Church in
Merrillville; and Ms. Milica Bodrozic, from St.
Elijah Serbian Orthodox Church in Merrillville.

Some 5 years ago, these organizations uni-
fied to assemble this humanitarian fundraiser
in order to provide aid to orphaned and refu-
gee children in the former Yugoslavia. This
year alone, three women—Milica Bodrozic,
Mira Radakovich, and Violet Sekulich—who
are from various kolos—circles—personally
distributed monie’s to various orphanages and
families in financial need. And 2 years ago,
the Circle of Serbian Sisters sent over 7,000
packages and vaccines to displaced children,
who are forced to live in refugee camps and
shelters. These individually wrapped packages
consisted of underwear, sweat suits, and
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